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Of Slopes and Triangles, Buildings and Landscape

Founcled in 1992, C’arch Archi-
tecture + Design has been using
natural elements to create modem and
sustainable developments, and the
company has been involved in many
projects including luxury apartments,
offices, schools, etc.

For the Arata of Tijani project, the
team has incorporated numerous ideas
in its arsenal to create a homely envi-
ronment that begins the moment one
enters the compound of this low den-
sity development of only 100 units
across three towers.

The project itself is quite chal-
lenging as not only is the plot of land
shaped like an elongated triangle, but
is also located on sloping lad. These
factors meant some innovative packing
is required. Rather than choosing to
level the slope, C’arch decided to make
good use of the landscape to carve out
an interesting design.

The architects admitted that while
the project is challenging, they did not
find it difficult as they were given more
breathing room. In contrast to design-

ing on level and rectangular plot of
land where the developers themselves
are already highly experienced, this
trying landscape actually allowed the
architects a free reign to explore their
ideas.

True to their green credentials,
C’arch decided to convert the slope
into the parking lot and this allows
the lobby to sit on ground level unlike
many developments of this kind where
the unsightly parking lot is the first
thing to greet someone driving in. The
solution might be novel, but it went on
without a glitch as the architects have
considered the various possibilities and
taken steps to address them.

Having a good view is one of the
perks of high-rise living. While it is not
always possible to achieve a good view
and some units would have to be con-
tent with facing their neighbours. In
such situations, there is nothing much
to do except to hang some curtains for
the needed privacy. That said, the ar-
chitects are grateful for the beautiful
vantage point of Arata of Tijani (KLCC
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view on one side and lush hill view on
the other) and did their best to expand
the view of the units.

Modern science has given rise to nu-
merous types of building material and
it is up to the architect to engage the
different characteristics of the building
materials to create a final product. Take
for example the perforated aluminium
screen is meant to provide insulation
but the architects were able to create
interesting visual points by simply
painting the edges. The faux brick wall
is another design touch that easily en-
hances its aesthetic appeal.

Allin all, design is to employ a little
creativity within the bounds of the lim-
ited parameter to create buildings that
is not only attractive to look at, com-
fortable to stay in, but can also endure
the test of time.

Lastly, Utopia by definition is an
ideal that does not exist and hence
impossible to measure quantitatively.
But if there is indeed a utopia here on
Earth, it is to create a better society for
the people.
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