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states of urbanity
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Tne urbanism in Cyberiaya is concocted in the blucprint of the grand parti
that i the Multimedia Super Corrigor. The canvas of this ambition |13
bounided by the Kuala Lumpur City Centre In the north, Putrajaya and
Coylimrjaya o (he cenlre and culminales at the KL Intarnational Alrpart in the
sonth. The Federal Department of Tewn and Counley Planning slates thal the
idea is o meoa” infrastiociorg spiog Wzl nfoomation Age hisingsses
o locate their establisinnenis there

Kuala Lumpur's trathc problems in the 1980's ard 1990's rapidly stretched
it urban systems to such ar cxient that it attected the original international
airpart in Subang. This prompted the relocation of the airport thus giving
credence to the relocation of the administrative centre of the government 1o
# place n2ar the new tranaportation node. This exercise embodeed the
Ingredientz aml reazons cequired o e-badge e conography of He

Maaysine governmenl as well as allowing the genmination of new
deyelapenis and commeree on his vast et of sl I gssenee his s 0
brand ot now urbanism thal is not assocated with the neances of lraditicnal
and classical city fite: rather, it Is a torm of planning thal is more akin {o the
manolithic attempts in Chandigarh and Brasilia which suggest a tormuiac or
pattarn to wrban design. The abjects that constitute this urban spine are
placed in a fashion hearing no relationship 1o the manner of growth of

classical cltigs. I may be an intentlonal experiment In devisabie urbaniam

Ll soed "Jongle wlesting wlanisim® concepls gmbrace ot mylh, nal

Hisbary, aol sociology and oot demegranhy,

In Jerathan Raban's opening chapter of “Tha Sott City” he suggests that the
city ‘invites you to romake it, to consclidate it into a shape you can live in'
He suggests that living in citios is an art and therefore you need the
vosabulary of art, of style in the refationship betwean man and malerial
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which participate in the continual creative play of urban living. Cyberfaya
plays up to the dichotomy in Raban's urbanism because the contexinl
asseclations in the unfolding drama of the city life in this setting, Is
consplouousiy absenl 11 is also unfortunate that the "mega-pra

pels” are all

loo ohvinnsly mega distant apart e ansler any good bacteri o cullivate

Ihe susleaane of e urbare milien, There is no inspEred resonsnee moa

selfing of bed architeeteral surroundings and & o
conceived “tropical” stylod public buitdings, The formula and the desion
palette for a scheme in this arca is as inspirational as making a painting of
the sky meeting the sea. There 15 all but a foriorn trust that thers will be
sutticient infillings for the spaces constructied so that the infillings will
eventually spark infusion of urban experiences in @ moment in the future.
Cur role and ambition now is o exact spaces that will afford the opportunily

il al sirngely

la assemhle e e expaianes of fiew) anlaide e private domain of
e agarbment anil, 1 recguirss geplaming el e provision of gowd poblic
spaces s markelable concepl i he context ol o deviloper's agsnda 0
the developers” wision of the world, which s @ sub ordimatien to the
domands of real ostate, the toregeing of the opportunitics to respond lo the
city's urban needs, is an easy routo

Cur scheme empathizes with such necessity o make spaces that will
provide prilups he small opporiunilies represented oo inleraction, A
seriss of public spaces hat could be adapled for varied pses becomes the
fulerum of & livable desian, Thore bs perhaps some sanily that can be
retricved in countering the sparseness of lite in a "new” city like this by
ottering a pocket of retreat and the hope that it has the chance and the will
to intect the sparseness
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